A 57 year old man was admitted following episodes of epigastric pain, dizziness, melaena and rectal bleeding over the preceding 3 days. On direct questioning he admitted to having a chronic cough and shortness of breath on exertion, but no wheezing. His 
A 57 year old man was admitted following episodes of epigastric pain, dizziness, melaena and rectal bleeding over the preceding 3 Gastrointestinal haemorrhage as a presenting feature has been thought to be rare (4), but review of the literature reveals that, for gastric carcinoids at least, presentation with anaemia, melaena or haemetemesis is common. Thus bleeding was a feature in 4 of 8 cases reported by Balthazar (5), in 5 of 13 patients reviewed by Hines and Savage (6) Microscopy demonstrated gastric mucosa with intestinal metaplasia and underlying islands of carcinoid tumour.
